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1. CONSUL GENERAL ACCOMPANIED BY RCAA CALLED ON APRIL 1 
ON MAURICE GRIMAUD, SECRETARY GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION 
IN STATE SECRETARIAT OF TRANSPORTATION TO DISCUSS 
HOLDER-KERKOW CASE PURSUANT REFTEL. ON DEPT.'S 
SUGGESTION WE HAD EARLIER SOUGHT CONTACT GUILLAUME, 
WHO IS GRIMAUD'S LEGAL ADVISER AT SGAC. BUT HE IS ON 
VACATION UNTIL APRIL 7. GRIMAUD ANYWAY IS SENIOR CIVIL 
SERVANT CONCERNED WITH CIV AIR MATTERS IN GOF, INCLUDING 
ANTI-HIJACKING AND OTHER RELATED CIV AIR SECURITY 
MATTERS FOR WHICH HE HAS SMALL STAFF IN HIS 
ADMINISTRATION. 

2. AFTER CONSUL GENERAL HAD REVIEWED BACKGROUND OF 
CASE AND STRESSED REFTEL POINTS, GRIMAUD SAID HE 
FULLY APPRECIATED OUR CONCERN OVER HOW EXTRADITION 
REQUEST MIGHT FARE IN FRENCH COURTS, SINCE HIS 
PREVIOUS FUNCTIONS AS DIRECTOR OF SURETE NATION ALE. 

AND THEN AS PARIS PREFECT OF POLICE HAD MADE HIM 
UNFORTUNATELY ALL TOO WELL AWARE OF HOW FRUSTRATING 
THE WORKINGS OF THE FRENCH COURT SYSTEM COULD SOME- 
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TIMES BE. GRIMAUD SAID THAT AS HE UNDERSTOOD THE 
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SITUATION IN THE HOLDER-KERKOW CASE, FRANCE WOULD 
BE BOUND TO PROSECUTE THEM UNDER THE HAGUE CONVENTION 
IF EXTRADITION WERE REFUSED TO PERMIT THEIR TRIAL IN 
THE US. IN RESPONSE TO THE HYPOTHETICAL 
QUESTION OF WHEN SUCH NEW INDICTMENT MIGHT BE ENTERED 
IN THE EVENT THE EXTRADITION REQUEST WAS REJECTED 
BY THE COURT, GRIMAUD EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT IT 
SHOULD BE SERVED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE EXTRADITION 
RULING WAS HANDED DOWN, IN THE EVENT IT WAS NEGATIVE, 

IN ORDER THAT HOLDER AND KERKOW WOULD REMAIN IN CUSTODY 
UNTIL BROUGHT TO TRIAL. GRIMAUD STRESSED THAT THESE 
WERE HIS OWN PERSONAL VIEWS, BASED ON HIS PAST POLICE 
EXPERIENCE AND FAMILIARITY WITH THE LAW, BUT OF 
COURSE THESE WERE MATTERS IN WHICH THE JUSTICE MINISTRY 
AND NOT HIS OWN DEPARTMENT WAS COMPETENT. HE DID 
NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES WERE 
ESPECIALLY SENSITIVE ON THE ISSUE OF "POLITICAL'' 

CRIMES THESE DAYS BECAUSE OF THE PRESENCE IN FRANCE 
OF A NUMBER OF SPANISH POLITICAL REFUGEES WHOSE 
RETURN THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN VAINLY SEEKING 
ON OSTENSIBLY CRIMINAL CHARGES; THE COURTS, GRIMAUD 
OPINED, MIGHT THEREFORE BE HESITANT TO 
REJECT ANY SEEMING POLITICAL MOTIVATION TO HOLDER- 
KERKOW ACTS AND PERMIT EXTRADITION BECAUSE OF PRE- 
CEDENT THIS MIGHT ESTABLISH FOR TREATMENT OF SPANISH 
REFUGEES. 

3. GRIMAUD SAID THAT HIS OWN CIV AIR ADMINISTRATION 
FULLY SHARED OUR CONCERN THAT HIJACKERS BE BROUGHT 
TO JUSTICE AND BE SEVERELY PUNISHED IN ORDER TO DETER 
FUTURE ACTS OF AIR PIRACY AND MAKE AIR TRAVEL SAFER 
FOR THE PUBLIC AND THE CARRIERS. HOLDER AND KERKOW 
SHOULD BE SEVERELY PUNISHED, WHETHER IN US OR IN 
FRANCE. WHILE HE COULD NOT SAY WHAT WEIGHT HIS VIEWS 
WOULD HAVE WITHIN THE GOF AND IT WAS UNLIKELY THAT 
THEY WOULD INFLUENCE THE COURSE OF THE PRESENT 
EXTRADITION HEARINGS BEFORE THE COURT, HE SAID THAT 
HE WOULD MAKE HIS VIEWS KNOWN PROMPTLY TO THE 
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES AND ALERT THEM TO THE FACT 
THAT FRANCE'S OWN CIV AIR INTERESTS, AS MUCH AS THOSE 
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OF THE US, WERE AT STAKE IN THE PROSECUTION OF SUCH 
HIJACKERS. GRIMAUD SAID THAT HE WOULD ALSO CONSULT 
GUILLAUME FOR HIS VIEWS AND BE FURTHER IN TOUCH WITH 
US IF THERE WAS ANYTHING FURTHER TO REPORT. 

4. WHEN SCHMELCK'S OFFICE TELEPHONED LAST NIGHT CALLER 
WAS ALREADY AWARE OF OUR DEMARCHE TO GRIMAUD THAT AFTER- 
NOON, INDICATING THAT LATTER LOST NO TIME IN DISCUSSING 
CASE WITH JUSTICE MINISTRY. 
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